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TRIAL .
THOMAS PAINE,
FOR A LIBEL;

Gmldball London, Tue¢fday, Dec. 18th, 1792,
~ The KiNG againft THOMAS PAINE;
Before Lorp KENYON, by the following Special
Jury:

Joun Cameserr, Merchant, Foreman:

Joun LicuTtroor, RicuarDp TugweLr,
Curist. TaDDY, JouN PorTer,
"RoBERT OLIPHANT, THomas Druck,
CornEeLius DoNovan, | Issac Rarron,
RoserT RoLLEsTON, Henry Evans, Mer-
Jou~ Lusbock, chants,

-

HE information was opened by 'Mr, Percival,
as follows : :

Gentlemen, .

This is an Information againft THomas PaInk,
for that he, being a perfon of a wicked, malicious,
and feditious difpofition; and withing to introduce
diforder and confufion, and to caufe it to be be-
licved, that the Crown of this kingdom was con=
trary to thc rights of . the inhabitants of this king-

a dom ;
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dom; and to caufe it to be believed alfo, that the
Bill of_ Rights was a Bill of Wrongs and In(ults;
all tending to bring the government of this country
igto contempr, and endeavouring'to caufe it to be
believed that the Parliament of this country was

openly corrupt in the face of day ; and in order to
withdraw the affeCtion of the people of this king-
dom, againft the law .and conftitution of this
country, he the faid THomas™ Pains, withing and’
intending -this miRhief, 'did, on the 16th of Fe-

bruary 1791, wickedly, fallely, malicioufly, fcan- .

daloufly, and feditioufly publith a certain book,
called ¢ Second Part of Rights of Man,” figned
TuoMas Paine, containing many' falfe, wicked,
" fcandalous, malicious, and feditious affertions ; with
which 1 will not trouble you, as you will have them
fromy the  AtrTorNeY GeniraL. The Defendanc
has pleaded, Not Guilty 5 upon which iffue is joined.

The Cafe was then opened by Mr. Attorney Ge-.
neral, as follows: ,
Genglemen of the Furd,

Will you permit me to folicit your attention to this.
caufe for no long portion of time, in the prefent
ftage of this bufinefs; for, Gentlemen, this cafe, in
my humble judgment, is.a" plain, a clear, a fhort,
and an indifputable cafe; were it not, Gentlemen,
that certain circumftances have rendered it a cafe of
- more expeétation than ordinary,, I do affure ydu, I
thould have literally contented myfelf this day with
conducting it myfelf, as 1 did in another cafe that
occurred.

-



THOMAS PAINE. - 3

occurred very lately, namely, by imply ‘reading
the paffages I have fcleCed, and then leaving them
for your judgment; but it fo happens, that the ac-
cumulated mifchief, which has arifen from the cafe
before you, and the confequences that have followed
from this publlcatlon, have rendered it neceflary,
per‘naps, that I fhould fay a few words more in the
opening than would otherwife be neceffary. Inthe firft
place, you will permit me, I hope, without the impu-
tation of {peaking of myfelf, who am a very trifling
fubje@, always difgufting to others, to fay, that this
profecution does correfpond with my private judg-
ment ; for it has been faid, and the rumour has met
my ears from every quarter, that I did difapprove
of this profecution ; the refutation I fhall give to
that is this, that I fhould think I deferved to be ex-
pelled with difgrace from the fituation his Majefty.
has honoured me with in his fervice, and that of
my fellow-fubjeéts, if I had hefitated to bring this
‘enormous offender, as I confider him, before a Jury
of his country. . Gentlemen, the publication in
queltion was not the firft of the kind which this de-
- fendant fent forth into the world. This puhlication
was preceded by another ; that publication, although
it was fuch as I was not entirely warranted in over-
looking, yet 1did overlook ir, on this principle,
that the profecutor fhould not be fharp in his pro.
fecution, though he is to be inftrumental in pre-
venting any manner of improper publication cem-
ing before the public eye. Reprehenfible as that
book was, it was ufhered into the world ynder cir-
a2 cum,



4 TRIAL OF
cumftances that led me to believe that it would
not confound the judicious reader; and then fuch a
man would refute it as he went along : But when I
found that another publication was uthered into the
world, that in all fhapes was, with an induftry in-
conceivable, circulated, either perfonally or locally,
and was thruft into the hands of parties of all de-
fcriptions, that even children’s fweetmeats were
wrapped up with portions of it, and all the in-
duftry, fuch as I deféribed, to obtrude and force it
on that part of the public who cannot corre& as
they go along; T thought it behoved me, ‘on the
* earlieft poffible occafion, to put a charge on re-
cord againft the author of that book : Now, Gen-
tlemen, permit me to ftate to you, what it is that I
jmpute to this book, and what it is that I inten~
tionally impute to this book ; I mean the intention
of the writer of the book. Gentlemen, try it by every
. thing which the human mind can poflibly fuggeft,
~ and fee if you are not fatisfied, in the long-run,
that it does deferve that defcription which niy
duty obliges me to giveit. Gentlemen, in the firft
place,-:[ impute to it a deliberate intention to vilify
and degrade, and thereby to bring into abhorrence
and contempt, the whole conftitution of the govern-
ment of this country, not as eftablithed, that I will
never admit, but as explained and reftored, at the Re.
yolution; that fyftem of government, which we this
day look at; and which, if by contemptuous ex-
preflions, or by declamatory propofitions ready
- made, men may be eafily impofed upon, and im-
pofed upon to their own deftruction, who migtl;t
e
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be thought to have experience enough to receive
that which is their falvatiox? and which goes all
this way which /I imipute to this book, a deliberate .
defign to eradicate from the minds of the people’
of this country that enthufiattic love which they
have for the conftitution of this country, which is
the greateft human mifchief 4hat can be done in °
fociety,/ Gentlemen, furthéer I impute, that in terms
‘the regal part of the government of this country,
founded and limited as it is, is reprefented as op-
preflive and abominable tyranny ; thirdly, that the
whole legiflature of this country is diretly an
ufurpation ; again, that with refpe to the laws of
this realm, which hitherto have been our boaft,
of thefe, without one fingle exception, that they
are grourided on an ufurped authority, and are,
therefore, null, er, to ufe his own terms, that there
is little or no law in the country; then it is to be
held out in the lower, or better informed clafles
of ten or twelve millions of people, that there is
nothing binding on their conduét, excepting fuch a
portion of religion or morality as they may wifh to
entertain. Gentlemen, are we then alawlefs banditti?
Are every man’s arms unbound? Are we reduced
back again to that favage ftate of nature 2 Iafk you
that queftion: You know well the anfwer. But what
will you fay to the man who holds this out to thofe
who cannot give the anfwer you give ! You can an-
{wer to this flander on the conftitution, this flander
on the feparate parts of the government, fo confti-

tuted
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» i . . o’
tuted as ours is; then, that fweeping imputation on

- the whole fyftem of law that binds it together, name-

ly, that itis a null and void fyftem in the feveral

- principal circumftances I fele&t to you; and make

this obfervation, that by feleéting thofe which I ob-
ferve to be dangerous, I do not do it in order to
create a difguft, neither more nor lefs than this,
in ftating all the objections that can be to monarchy,
to pure and fimple ariftocracy, never faying a word
to thofe as combined with democracy, that worft
of all govcrnmcnts-—unbalaflccd democracy, which
is neceflarily connelted with democratical tyranny.

" Gentlemen, to whom are thefe poifons that are con-
veyed in this book addrefled ? They are addrefied,

Gentlemen, to the ignorant, to the credulous, to the
defperate; and to thofe perfons who are defperatell
all government is irkfome, nothing can be fo pala-
table to their ears as the comfortable doétrine, that
there is no law: They are an eafy prey to the crafty,
who have the cruelty to deceive.] Gentlemen, in
judging of the malignant nature which 1 from
my foul 1mpute to this author, you will be
pleafed to take into your confideration, the phrafe,
the manner, and the matter : The phrafe I ftate to
be infidious and artful, the manner of the phrafe, -

in many inftances, deceiving and contemptuous,

—a fhort argument, only a flippant, one, with the
ignorant and credulous. 'With refpe to the matter,

in my confcience I cail it treafon, though technical-

ly, according to thc laws of the country, it is not;
AR ¢ fot‘.
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for, Gentlemen, if we balance the mﬂuence of fociety
to that which is technically treafon, in this coun-
try we muft not extend it; confider the danger
between dodtrines and infinuations of this fort, and
that which may happen from any treafon whatever,
even the compaffing the death of the Prince on
the throne. The law has found a means of efcapmg
that calamity, which, perhaps, on looking back, we
might very eafily recollect ; but even in comparifon
with this, the chafm is filled up. by the conftitution
of this country ; and where is that power upon
carth that can fill up the chafm in the conftitution
that has been growing, not for ;00 years, but
from times eternal, as hiftory tells ? us that has been
growing from the time paft, from that day up 1o
this, until it was confummated by a revoly-
tion' which fhone forth in all its fplendour, Gen-
tlemen, even to impute to the exiftence of this con-
ftitution the very evils infeparable from human fo-
ciety, or even from human nature ltfc]f' all thefe are
imputed to that fcandalous and wncked that ufurped
conftitution under which we, the fubje@s of this
- country, have hitherto conceived ourfelves happy
 to live. Gentlemen, I conceive it to be no difficule
operation of the humam mind to diftinguith be-
tween the law under which we live, and to draw
men’s mmds from that conﬁltutxon, it is th
operanon of good [fenfe, and it is not difficulg
~ for a Jury of the City of London. Gentlemen, you
will obferve whether the whole of this book, that isy

fo
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-fo much of itas I am at liberty to trouble you with,
is not of this defcription, that it is by no meahs cal-
culated to difcufs and convince, but to inflame ; not
to reafon, but to di&ate, and, Gentlemen, to
dictate in fuch a manner and in fuch phrafe, as in-
all fuch circumftances it cannot, in my humble ap-
prehenfion, leave the moft remote doubt in your
miad of what was paffing in the heart -of that man
‘who printed this book in this country. Gcntlemcn,
permit me now to fay a word or two on thofe pafia-
ges I have fele@ted to you, firlt defcribing what
thofe paffages are. I have thought it much more
becoming, and beneficial to the public, than any
other courfe I could take, to feleét fix or feven,
and no more, not withing to load the record un-
neceffarily.  The firft of them you will find in page
21, where you will find this do&rine:

¢ All hereditary government is in its nature ty-
« ranny. An heritable crown, or an heritable throne,
# or by what other fanciful name fuch things may be
s called, have no other fignificant explanation, than
s¢ that mankind are heritable property. To inherit

s 3 government is to inherit the people, as if they
s« were flocks and herds !

Now, Gentlemen, what is the tendency- of

, this paffage? All hereditary government is in
its nature tyranny: So there is no jurifdiction
whatever, not even the fubordination of the
country; the regal office being neither more nar

4cfs than this, ﬁaung it roundly, that in all circum- -

ﬁances‘ ’
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ftances whatever, hereditary government mauft in Z
nature be tyranny. But isit to be held 99/ to
the people of this government, that they ‘are {faves !
Now, Gentlemen, there is one of thofe ready-made
propofitions, that are crafpmed down the throats. of
the people of this country: The cafe is fuch, that
I am bound intplerably, and I can bear it no longer.
Then, Gentlemen, an heritable crown—our’s is an
heritable crown, or wunder whatever name, that
which we are accuftomed to look to, namely, the
whole body of the country, it is no other thar
that men are heritable property; and to inherit a2
government, is to inheric people, as flocks and
herds. It'is to be told, without further ceremony,
that they are inherited by a king of this cou'ntry;
and you will judge whether that does not hold
out ¢his do&rine. The converfe is dire@ly the -
cafe; The king of this country “inherits an office
under the law—1he inherits no perfons; we are not
in a ftate of villanage; he . inherits the office—
- bur as to any other inheritance, none elfe, as you
very well know, belongs to him: I fhall not ftay
to prove that one moment.—In page 47, fpeaking
of the Congrefs of Philadelphia in 1787, fpeaking
“of the regal pawer, which, you know, under a dif-
ferent modification, prevails in that country,
- ¢ This convention,” he fays, ¢ met at Philadel-
“¢¢ phia, in May 1787, of which General Wafhing.
‘¢ ton was elected préfident. He was not at that
¢ time conneted with any, of the ftate govern-

A £ ments,

s
o
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¢ ments, or with Congrefs. He delivered up his
¢« gommiffion when the war ended, and fince then
¢ had lived a private citizen,

¢ The convention went deeply into all the fub-
f¢ jects; and having, after a variety of debate and
f¢ inveftigation, agreed among themfclves upon the
< feveral parts of a federal conftitution, the next
¢« queftion was the manner of giving ic authority
¢¢ and practice,

¢« For this purpofe they did not, like a cabal of
¢ courtiers, fend for a Dutch Stadtholder, or 3
¢ German Ele&or, but they referred the wholc
“ matter to the fenfe and intereft of the country.”
' Now, Gcntlcmen, what is the confequence ' of
that ? Is it hiftoric? I fthould have thought that 3
man, meaning nothing but hiftory, would have been
very well contented to recite only hiftory; not in
thofe inflammable and contemptible words, « For
¢ this purpofe they did not, like a cabal of courtiers,
¢ fend for a Dutch Stadtholder, or a German
¢ Elector; but they referred the whole matter to
< the fenfe and intereft of the country.” Here the
Revolution, and the force and fenfe of the nation,
ftarc us in the face; it was nothing more than a
mere cabal of courtiers. But to fhew how totally
wnneceflary this paffage was, except for the delibe-
rate purpofe of contempt, I-will juft read three or
four lines, to thew how it would operate; the pal~
fage beyond that which is called a cabal, is thiss

¢ Th'cx
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< They ﬁr{’c dire®ed, that the propofcd conftitus
"« tion fhould be publithed. Secondly, that each
« ftate thould elé& a convention, exprefsly for the
w purpofc of taking it into confideration, and of
« ratifying or rejecting it; and that as foon as the
v approbation and ratification of any hnine ftates
t« fhould be given, that thofe ftates fhould proceed
« to the ele&ion of their proportion of members to
¢ the new federal government; and that the opera-
« tion of it fhould then begin, and the formet
« federal government ceafe.” '

This is nothing more than a natration of what
‘had paffed at the convention: Does not this paffage
ftand infulated between the two paffages of hiftory,
thruft in for the purpofes of mifchief? The different
wicked paffages that are meant to do mifchief, are
fpread throughout, and ftuck in here and there;; and 4
it is pretty frequently neceffary to have a recol-
le&tion of the preceding paffages, for the paffages
very manifeftly fhew the whole: And if any one will
compare the paffages together, he will fee that mife
chief come out, more than by one fingle paffage.
The next is in page 52; he exprefles himfelf in
this manner:

¢ The hiftory of the Edwards and the Henrles,
“ and up to the commencement of the Stuarts, ex-
hibits as many inftances of tyrahny as ¢ould be
acted within the limits to which the nation had
“ reftricted it. The Stvarts endeavoured to pafs
to fe limits, and their fate is well known, Inall

A g ¢ thefe
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¢ thofe inftances. we fee nothing of a conftitution,
¢ but only of reftri¢kions on afflumed power.”’
Then, Gentlemen, from the reign of the Edwards
and the Henries, it was a.regular progreflion of
“tyranny ; not of liberty, till the Stuarts ftepped a
Tittle beyond the line, and that begot a neceflity
for a revifion. But the Edwards—I fhould have
thought he might have fpared the great founder
of our conftitution, Edward the Third; but inftead
of that, Gentlemen, this author would have the
people of this country believe, that up to that time
it wasa progreflive tyranny ; and that there was fome
one material reftriction, fome afflumed power, and
that in fome degree it retarded the progrefs of that
fucceflive fyftem of tyranny. In fhort, he fays

¢ After this, another William, defcended from the

% {.me ftock, and claiming from the fame origin,
. ¢ gained poflfeflion; and of the two evils, James
<t .and William, the nation preferred what it thought
¢ the leaft, fince from circumftances it mult take
¢ one, The alt called the Bill of Rights comes
¢¢ here into view. What is it but a bargain, which
¢ the parts of the government made with each
¢ other, to divide power, profits, and privileges ?
¢ You fhall have fo much, and I will have the refts
¢ and with refpect to the nation, it is faid, For your
¢ fhare, you fhall have the right of petitioning.
¢ This being the cafe, the Bill of Rights is more
“ properly a bill of wrongs and of infult. As te

. : ¢ what

v
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#¢ whatis called the convention parliament—it way
% a thing that made itfelf; and then made the
« authority by which it acted.© A fewr perfons gor
« together, and called thcmfelvcs by that name.
« Several of them had never been cleCted, amd nane
¢ of them for the purpofe. .
*,.¢¢ From the time of William, a f'pem.s ofgovcrp-
« ment arofe, iffuing out of this coalition Bill of
¢¢ rights; and more fo, fince the corruptien intro-
¢ duced at the Hanover fucceflion, by the agency.
*¢ of ‘Walpole, that can be defcribed by no other
“ name than a defpotic legiflation.”
~ This is the defcription that this Geatleman holds
out, of that on which reft the property, the lives,
the liberties, and the privileges of the people of this
_country. [wondertoGod, Gentlemen, that any Britith
man—for {uch this man certainly was, and fiill is; to
ufe the words of our own poet—that when he penned
thofe words, or wrote thofe words, that they did
not ftick in his throat? 1 will read this Bill of
Rights: I will make no comment upon it, becaufe
your own heads and hearts will make that commeat.
Gentlemen, you are the poflerity that are to bs
found in this country ; are you not to take care that
thofe rights fhall_be fecured in this country ? They
are a truft in your hands: You, as.a Jury, are the
guardians of this Bill of Rights; which, Gentle-
men, we all know; alludes to the feven bifhops,
and "to the fcandalous and.grofs perfecution laid
2 . enm

-
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on their perfonss And it fays, ¢ All and fingular the
« rights and liberties allowed and claimed in this de-
¢¢ claration.” ("See Bill of Rights.) Such, Gentlemen,
is the bill of wrongs and infults, as Mr. Paine call§
it3 I fhall not profane it, by faying one word of it.
Now, Gentlemen, I afk you whether what is faid
by this gentleman, be reafoning or fuggeftion; or
whether ‘it is any thing but defcription, and that
defcription confifting in abominable and crafty -
falfehoods. Would it not have been fair in him to

have faid what it was? But, unfight unfeen, this
fuppofition is tendered to the public, Gentlemen,
you will pleafe to make a memorandum of page 56;
you will find that to be written in the fame fpirit, and
with the fame defign. This gentleman proceeds in
this manner: He tells you that ¢ The' attention
«¢ of the government of England,” this isin a con«
temptuous parenthefis ; he fays, ¢ (for I rather
¢¢ chufe to call it by this name, than the Englith
% government) appears, fince its political con.
" ¢ peion with Germany, to have been fo com-
«¢ pletely engroffed and abforbed by foreign affairs,
« and the means of raifing taxes, that it feems to
< exift for no other purpofe.” (Then, that go-
vernment exifts for no other purpofe, than the pur.
-pofe of raifing taxes,) I only beg leave to draw
your attention, Gentlemen, to the dogmatic cavalier,
and contemptuous parenthefis: Further, he fays,
“ Domeftic concerns are neglected; and with re-
. ¢ fpe@

\
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¥ {pe to regular law, there is fcarcely fuch a thing.”

Gentlemen, I am addrefling myfelf to gentlemen
eminent in the city of London: I think I may
appeal to the. growing profperity of this countrys
from the moment that the. night-mare was taken
from it, to this moment; and God fend it may
continue to contemplate this dottrine, as applied
%o the fubje&, and I think you may fee fufficient
caufe for difapprobation! Gentlemen, we fhall
now proceed to page 63, where the whole conftitu-
tion of this country having been profaned in grofs,
we now proceed a little to diffet it: It confifts of"
the feveral parts of that conftitution; and in page
63, in a dogma, we havc this:

« With refpe@ to the two houfes, of which the
¢¢ Englifh parliament is compofed, they appear to be
*¢ effetually influenced into one ; and as a legifla-
. * ture is to have no temper of its own, the minifter,
¢¢ whoever he at any time may_be, touches it as
*¢ with an opium wand, and it fleeps obedience.”

Now, Gentlemen, here is another dogma, with-
outa fingle argument ; but that there is no govern-
ment, they are dead-afleep, and that you might
juft as well have fa many pictures, fo many flatues;
and that it is not new, but from the very nature of
things it muft be fo: It fays,

¢ Wretched as the ftate of reprefentation is in
¢¢ England, it is manhood compared with what is
¢¢ called the houfe of Lords; and fo little is this nick=-
¢ named houfe regarded, that the Rcople fcarcely
: | « enquire
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«_enquire at any time what it is doing. It appears
< alfo to be moft under influence, apd the furtheft
¢« removed from the general intereit of the pation.”
. Now, Gentlemen, this is fpoken in this contemp-
tvous manner of the ariftocratical part of this coun- -
try; it is not for me, Gentlemen, at this time of
day, to be leQuring about it :—I[ really will not re-»
peat the catechiim of Englithmep.  You are not fo
ignorant of the hiftory of this coyntry, not to know
the very briliiant charg&ers there have been, and are
in it, which wiil defend it from fuch {capdalous and
contemptucus flanders, and fhew whether the govern~
ment is gcod or bad. Gentemen, the neéxt is page
107 ; there you will find two of the component
parts of the Jegiflature difpofed of,
“We will come noyr up to the Crown itfelf: « The
« Crown very truly itlelf fignifies a nominal office
¢ of a million terling a year, the bufinefs of which
« canfits in. receiving the money. Whether the
« perfon be wife or foolifh, fane or infane, a native
¢ or a foreigner, matters not. iEvc-r)" miniftry alts
“ upon the fame idea that Mr. Burke writes, name-
<« ly, that the people muft bc‘ hoodwinked, and
*“ beld in fuperititious ignorarce by fome bugbear
s« or other, and what is cailed the Crown anfwers this
¢ purpcfe, and therefore it anfwers all the purpofes
* to be expedted from it. ,»This is.more than can
¢ be faid of the other twg’ branches.” ‘
Gentlemen, I do not offer one word upon this:
but in page 1c8 you will find,
¢ This is thc hazard to which this office is ex-
« pofed
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pofed in'all countries; not from any thing that
may happen to the man, but from what may
happen to the nation—the danger of its coming
to its fenfes.”

We have been infane for feven or eight hundred

years, and when an infanity has fubfited fo long, I
trult it will become incurable. In page 116 you
have thefe words:

"« I happened to be in England at the celebra-

«
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tion of the centenary of the Revolution of 1688.
The charalters of William and Mary have al-
ways appeared to me deteftable, the one feeking

¢ to deftroyhis uncle, and the other her father, to get

pofleffion of power themfelves; yet, as the nation
was difpofed to think fomething of that event, I
felt hurt at feeing it afcribe the whole reputation of
it to a man who had undertaken it as a job, and
who, befides what he otherwife got, charged
600,0001. for the expence of the little fleet that
brought bim from Holland. George the Firft
atted the fame clofe-fited part as William had
done, and bought the Duchy of Bremin with the
money he gat from England, 250,000l. over and

“above his pay as King ; and having thus purchafed

it at the expence of England, added it to his Ha-

noverian dominions for his own private profic.—

In faét, every nation that does not govern itfelf,

is governed as a job; England has been the

prey of jobs ever fince the Revolution,”

Then, Gentlemen, this is fomething different from
B democracy



18 TRIAL OF

democracy and hereditacy ; he conceives tha ‘ot of
government, not to be the government o a pe. ple of
themfelves ; but thatitis ajob, and nota g v -
ment.—Now, Gentlemen, fuch are the paflages;
I have feleCted thofe that bear m»& on the moft of-
fenfive do@rines in the book,—that are fuch as go
fundamentally to overturn the government of this
country.—In page 161 it is faid,

¢ That fraud, hypocrify, and impofition of govern-
ments, are now beginning to be too well under-
ftood to promife them any long career. The
farce of monarchy and ariftocracy, in all coun-
tries, is following that of chivalry, and Mr. Burke
< is drefling for the funeral; Let it then pafs quietly
¢ to the tomb of all other féllics, and the mourners
¢ be comforted. '

« The time is not very diftant when England will
¢ laugh at itfelf for fending to Holland, Hanover,
_ ¢ Zell, or Brunfwick for men, at the expence of a

<« million a year, who underftood neither her laws,
<¢ her language, nor her intereft, and whofe capaci-
¢ ties would fcarcely have fitted them for the office

‘ of a parifh conftable.”
/Gentlemen, this is faid of King William the
Third, and of the two King Georges, and of the
 prefent fovereign on the throne.—* }f government
¢ could be trufted to fuch hands, it muft be fome
¢ eafy and fimple thing indeed, and materials fit for
¢ a]l the purpofes may be found in every town
¢¢ and village."}—Gentlemen, you well know the
policy and coJf:i;ution of this country has ever
3 - aVQidCdz
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‘avoided, excepting when driven to it by melancholy
neceflity, to difturb t?ic hereditary fucceffion ‘to the
throne, and have thought it more wife to purfue
that principle.—I, Gentlemen, would afk any man
who hears me, in point of hiftory, whether it is
not the prominent effect of eletive monarchy, that
they: very. feldom ‘are men of confideration, and moft
frequently of turbulent fadtions, after having dif-
turbed the country >—Often has it happened, too,
that when there are foreign and civil wars, they al-
ways have chofen very weak perfons, in the hope of
ftrengthening their own party ; that will be found,
I believe, on examination, to be the queftion with
-refpet to eleCtive fovereignties; and to have pre-
“vailed greatly,, more than any inconvenience that
may have arifenh from the natural forms of hereditary
-rights. Gentlemen, has he ftated with any fort of
fairnefs ? Has he at all ftated or adverted to the
many—many refources we are acquainted with?—
‘We know a Council of Parliament, is a Council in
matters of law, and a privy Council ; it is the fame
in point of confideration, and in point of refpecta-
bility, with thofe which fuit the natural courfe and
infirmity of human nawure, when it is confidered as
an office, and that the officer is not an officer of this
country. Gentlemen, it has juft come acrofs :.y
mind, there is unqueftionably one illuftrious excep-
tion-to that do&trine, of a man not the moft capable of
governing, having been chofen to the feat of an elec-
tive monarchy, whom no aiisfortunes and no difap-

B 2 - pointments
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pointments could impair ; his mind has arifen with
an elafticity equivalent to all the preflure I have
ftated; and he, though not a great prince, perhaps
will go down to pofterity, not only as a man, but as
a great man,—I mean the King of Poland : Thatil-
luftrious prince had the greater part of his education
in this country ; there he cultivated the company
of every man of fcience ; there he became acquainted
with every mode of literature in this country; he:
became familiarized to'the conftitution of the coun-
“try; there he became inflamed with the bill of
wrongs and infults. KErom that education it is that
I really believe him to have become the juft and
wife prince that he has proved himfelf to be. Gentle-
men, I will now, for want of better expreffion, for
I pretend not to any oratory, I pretend to feeling,
~and to have formed my expreffion on this fubject ac-
cording to truth : IfI can utter them in plain words,
it will be the utmoft I can do; but Iwillborrow from -
a writer who, Kthink, is fitteft to give an anfwer to -
the defendant, Thomas Paine; that ‘man, as I
have reafon to believe, does not put his name to
it; he is not the chief magiftrate, but the fecond
in the executive government of a countr)y Gen-
tlemen, before 1 bring bi's words, -this} is my
opinion of the wark, and which I humbly offer
to your confideration and acloption; he fa)"s his ¢ in-
¢ tention appears evidently to be to convince the
« peoplc of Grear Britain, that they have neither
. ¢ liberty
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«¢ liberty nor conftitution ; and there is no poffible
‘e¢ means to produce thefe cffe@s to themfelves fo
«¢ ‘eafy as that where perlons gaverned, follow impli-
<« citlythe conduét of the French.” The next paflage

is this,—<¢ Mr. Paine cuts the ‘Gordian knot, and at

« once compares parliament, &c. fo the words, rhe
<« champion of the Revolution'; (I take this to be
¢ Adams’s anfwer) ; 1 fhall therefore now pro-
¢« ceed to examine the reafons;” and fo it goes
“on. Now, Gentlemen, with your permiffion, I
fhall adopt his words ; ¢ when Mr. Paine invited
¢ the people of England, &c. to zbe word.f',\ with
“ which be muft be bered:tary.”-~So much for the

paflages and the interpretation, which I fubmir,
Gentlemen, humbly to your confideration,

The next matter, Gentlemen, on which I fhall pro-
ceed, is the evidence which I purpofe to addrefs to
you; and that evidence will go to fhew not only the
fa& of this man’s being the writer of this book, by his
own repeated admiffion, and by letters under his hand;
but to fhew what his intention was, I fhall alfo proe
duce to you a letter which this gentleman was pleafed
to addrefs to myfelf, in which letter he avows himfelf
in fo many words the author. [ fhail prove his hand~
writing, I fhall prove the intention with which this
book was written, namely, to vilify this conftitution,
and injure this nation,. 1have another letter addreffed
to a perfon of the name of Jordan, the:publither of
thxs book, in whxch he addreffes himfelf in this way :

¢ February
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¢ February 16, 1792,

¢ For your fatisfattion, and my own, I fend you
¢ the inclofed, though I do not apprehend there will
¢ be any occalion to ufe it ; if in cafe” (which is not
much the ftyle of a man of letters) ¢ there fhould,
“ you will immediately fend a line for me under
“ cover tq Mr. Johnfon, St. Paul’s Church-yard,
¢ who will forward it to me, upon which I fhall
¢ come and anfwer perfonally for the work ; fend

¢« alfo for Mr. Horne Took.
. ({4 T' P.
“ Mr. Jordan, 166, Fleet-freet.”

. ¢ Sip, February 16, 1792.
< Should any perfon, under the fancion of any
¢¢ kind of authority, enquire of you refpeting the
¢ author and publither of Rights of Man, you
« will pleafe to mention me as the author and publith-
¢ er of that work, and fhew to fuch perfon this letter,
¢ I will, as foon as I am acquainted with it, appear,
¢ and anfwer for the work perfonally.
" ¢ Your humble fervant,
¢ THoMas PaIne,

¢ Mr. Jordan, 166, Fleet-fireet.”

The letter that was_inclofed, was thus addreffed
to the bookfeller. Now, Gentlemen, with refpect
to his correfpondence with me, or rather the letter
written to Me.~—-——

Mr.

~
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. Mr. Erjkine. My Lord, as the Attorney Ge-
neral fays, he will prove this letter, which un-
, doubtedly will eftablith Mr. Paine to. be the au-
thor, I will refer it to him, whether he will read
any letter which may contain any matter of diftin&
profecution: I know your Lordfhip will not fuffer
any fuch thing; but whether Mr. Attorney General
will think it confiftent with the fituation in which he
is placed at this moment, to read, a letter written
at the time fubfequent to the time of proof, and
containing, as I underftand, vdl&mé’t and clear un-
equivocal libellous matter; and which, in my out-
fet to the Jury, if I am npot deceived, I fhall ad.
mit, on every principle of Englith law, to be a .
libel ; will you, therefore, fuffer the mind of the
Jury to be put afide from that matter, and go into
the matter which hereafter may be, and I cannog
but fuppofe would be the determination, were he in
the reach of the laws of this country ? '

Court. 1am clearly of opinion, that if it goes to
prove that he is the author- of this book I cannot
ubje to it. '

My, Attorney Gmeral The letter is dated the
11th November, in the firft year of the Republic.

‘¢ Paris, 11¢b of November,
¢ Sz, Firft Year of the Republic.
- ¢ As there can be no perfonal refentment be-
 tween two ftrangers, I write this letter to you as

) “ to 3 man againft whom I have no animofity.
¢ You
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.

¢ You have, as Attorrey General, comméenced
«.a profecutiori againt me, as the author of
¢ Rights of Man. :Had not my duty, in confe-.
« quence of my being ele@eda member of the
¢ Narional Conwention of France, called me from
. England, I fhould have ftaid to have contefted’
<t the injuftice df that profecution, not upon my
« own account, for I cared nothing about the pro-
« fecution, but to have defended the principles I
¢ had advanced in the work. )

"« The duty I am now engaged in is of too much
« importance to permit me to trouble myfelf about
« your profecution. 'When I have leifure 1 fhall
« have n6 obje@ion to meet you on that ground ;
¢« but as I'now ftand, whether you go on with the
¢ profecution, or whether you do not, or whether
« you obtain a verdi& or not, is 2 matter of the moft
- perfeét indifference to me as an individual, If
‘ you obtain one (which you are welcome to—if
“ you can get ir), it cannot affe& me, either in
« perfon, property, or reputation, otherwife than
¢ to encreafe the latter; and with refpe to your-
¢« felf, it is as confiltent that you obtain a verdi&t
¢ -againft the man in the moon as againft me:
¢ Neither do I fee how you can continue the
« profecution againt me, as you would have
¢ done againft one of your cwn pesple, who had
«. abfented himfelf becaufe he was profecuted. What
«. paffed.at Dover proves that my departure from
« Lngland was no fecret.

5 L .7 <« M)'

-
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« My neceffary abfence from your country now,’

in confequence of my duty here, affords the op-
portunity of knewing - whether the profecutiori’
Wis intended again@t Thomas Paine, or againft”
the rights of 'the people of England to inveftigate
fyftems aid principles of government. For ag
I cannot now be the obje of the profecution, the
going on with .the’ profecutlon will fhéw that

_fomethmg, elfe was. the obJe(:'t, nd that fome-

thing elfe - can be no other than thc peoplc of

~~~~~~

agamﬁ mc, that a verdl& or fentence can operate,

. ifit can operate at a,ll-g-Be then fo candkd as to tell

the Jury (if you chufe- to continue the procefs)

) agamﬁ: ‘whom it is you are proceedmg, and on’

whom itis the verdi& .is,to fall.
¢« But I have other rcafons than thofc 1 have

: menuoned, fpr writing, you this letter ; and how-,

ever :you may chufe to interpret them, they pro.
ceed from a good heart.,
¢¢- The time, Sir, is becoming too ferious to play
with court profecations, and fport with national.
rights. The terrible examples that have taken:
place here upon men, who, lefs than a year ago,*
thought themfelves as fecure as any profccutmg
Judge, Jury, or Attorney-General, can now doin-
England, ought to have fome weight with men*
in your fituation. That the government of Eng-"
land is as great, if not the greateft perfection of
fraud and corruption that ever took place fince’
governments began, is what you canﬁot be a’
C § % ftrangcr
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ﬁranger’to, un]cfs the canftant habit of feemg i

¢ has biinded your fenfes. But though you may

not chufe ta fee if, the pcoPle are feeing u very

 falt; and the progrefs is beyond what you may
-chufe to believe. Is it poflible, that you or I

can believe, or that reafon can make any other
man bclieve, that tI’c capacity of fuch a man as
Mr. Guelph, or any of his profligate fons, is ne-
ceffary to the government of ‘a nation? I fpeak
to you as one man ought to fpeak to-another;’
and T'Know alfo, that 1 fpcak what other people
are beginning ta think, '
« Tliat you cannot obtain a verdié (and-if you
do, it will fignify nothing) without packing a-
Jury (and we both know that fuch tricks are
pradtifed), is what I have very great reafon to be-,
lieve. 1have gone into coffee-houfes, -and ‘places
where T was unknown, on purpofe to learn the
currency of opinions; and I never yet faw any
company of twelve men that condemned- the

.book, But I have often found a greater number

than twelve approvmg 1t; and thIS I thirk is a
fair way of colleting the natural currency of
opinion.

« Do not then, Sir, be the inftrument of drawmg

({3
€c
€<
({3
(11
“
‘€

twelve men into a fituation that may be injurious
to them afterwards, I do not fpeak this from .
policy, but from benevolence; but if you chufes
to go on with the procefs, I make it my requeft
to you, that you will read this letter in Court;.
after which the Judge and the Jury may do as
they plcafc —As I do not cenfider myfelf the

2 . objeck
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