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ARGUMENT i, DEFENGE

o F THE

RIGHTS of the COLONIES

|
'_--- el ———

INTRODUCTI1ON,

'HE united oppofition given by the Co-

lonies, to the act of the sth of his pre-
lent Majelty, for granting ﬁamp duties in Ameris
ta, is frefh ifi every one’s memory : and the
Wweight of authorities for and againft thar a&,
and the arguments IBQI prevailed in obta_ini'ﬁg‘
its repeal; are fo well known as to make it unme:
ceflary to repeat them,

Tne repeal of the ﬁamp a& was followed by

that declarins the dependency of his. Majefty’s
dominions in America upon the crown and par-
hiament of Grezt Britain.

B And
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And in the next feflions t1767) the act pafi- !'
ed for gramiing duties on goods imported into the
eclomies, The reluctance they difcovered in receiv-
ing any of the articles upon which the duties
were haid, produced in 770, an aét to repeal the
duty on fuch as were of the manufatture of
Great Britain, fetting forth * that the faid duties
“ in their nature tended to the -prejudice of the Bri-
“tifb manufallures, and therefore contrary to fhbe
“ true principles of commerce.,” But the duty on
tea amongft other articles was continued.—In
the laft feffion the a& pafled for impowering the
commiffioners. of the Treafury to grant licences
to the Eaff India company to export tea duty free.
This produced the confignment of cargos to the

agents of the company at the principal ports in
America.

The refolution of the colonies againft its bex
g received amongft them, appears to have
been uniform ; and the accounts of thefe refo-
lutions were foon followed by advices of the
execution of them—By reﬁﬁing the landing of
the tea, s fubjed to a duty to-be colleGted from.
the people without the confent ef their legal re-
prefentations.:

'Fhe
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The téa once landed 4nd delivered to thofe
who were appointed to receive it, the payment of
the duty followed of courfe.—In the fale of tHe
‘tea thé duty would Have been ircluded in the

- »r )

‘Price, and the confumption of it by {ome pait
of the people yinavoidable;

The fale and voltntary ptirchafe of an article
thus cloathed with the duty, natufally created
an apprehesifion; that tlie at of 4 few miight af-
terwatds be mterpreted into the confent of the
whole, and involve the qtieftidn of rlght fo tax

themfelves in greater difficulty:

Under the .infliénce of thefé motives, an at
of violence was committed at Bofton on the pro-
perty of the India company ; —the cargs of tea
Eonﬁgdéd to that port was deftroyed: And
an a&t of tiafiiame'ﬁt is now made to proliibit
the landing or fhipping any kind of goods n
the Harbouf of Boftori:

All the accounts received from the chief
towns in América, give fifficient ground to be-
fieve, that the léading men throughout thé colo-
‘fies, are very much united in their refolutions’
to oppofe the collecting of duties thus laid upon

B 2 thems;
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then. . And-from' the uniformity of ‘the mhess-
 fures they have hitherto taken, it is to be expec-
ted; that the conduct of the pr1nc1pa1 inhabi-

tants in all the provinces wilk-continue to be u-
nited in maintaining what they confider to be

*then' ﬂnht And upon "the executlon of the
a& againft Bofton, the confequences” are fo pra-'
babie, that he who would with to {ee them avoid-
ed, may be pardoned the prefumpuon of faymg

jwbat 3‘57 are likely to be.

r:.& oﬁ parliament for fafpendmg the trade
of Briftol, Liverpool, Hull, or Newcaftle, the
day it took place all the numerous branches
_depending on {hipping would be at a ftard, and
the people belonging to- them of courfe unim-
‘ployed. Artificers in any country are feldom:
1in circumftanees to live long without the Wages:
due to their labour,- and very feon after employ_
ment fails them in one town they muft go to
another. Thus will it be at Bofton, as foon as
its trade is fhut out of the port, neceflity will en--
ter the habitations of the labouring people.—
And compelled by it, they muft take their wives -
and children in their hands, and wander from:

home in fearch of work and bread. Wherever

they go they: will awaken the compaffion due to

innocent.
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snnocent vidtims; for it will ‘be faid, What has all
thefe poor men done that they fhould be thus
Puxi‘if‘led > And were the leading ‘men amongft
them totally filent, the very fight of thefe fuf-
ferers under an aé of Parhament will of itfelf .
be fufficient to deftroy the people S .conﬁdenr.c
in the- juftice of the Britifh legiflature; and

when confidence is dead, amity cannot live; and
who fhall yield firft will be the queftion. ‘

The impoffibility ef preventing conf'equences
flowing from meafures makes the firlt approach-'
es towards extremity mattér of the moft ferioug
concern to every man that withes well to h1sf
country, or his fellow {fubjets in A1n¢r;iéa_‘_, Con-
{cious of more zeal than ability I II;ér¢fore catch
the opportunity of ﬁPpealinwg to men’s candour
whilft their reafon, that ray of the Divinity within
them, is uninfluenced by prejudice, unclouded
by animofity.

In this interval I truft every man will allow
himfelf to fuppofe, that by the Engli/b conftitu-
tion there may be fome medium between the ab-
folute obedience in the colonies to be taxed by
parliament, and their total independence on
the parent ftate from which they are defcended,

and
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and m order to difcover if any fuch medium
does exiit between the two extremes, It Certain-
1y 1s not fufficient to look no farther for it,
than to a declaratory act or two made loncr
after the original fettlement of the colomes

In the inveftigation of ary qLe{hon it
15 furely nece‘fary not to allow our enqul-
ries to reft on any thing ihort of the fitlt
f ::éanon, and whenever the traces therec.f ap-
pear n any degree defef‘hve then to defcend to
the very ground upon which the foundatlon 1t-

"'] F-L—i"

felf was intended to be laid.  This gro und 1S the_
.E?zgiﬂv confestuiicn, out of t‘us dld the colonles
fpring, and thofe that Would with to form a true
judgment Of the nature of their rights, will not
be fatisfied in a matter of fo much 1wmportance,
to take therr leadmg prlnmples upon truft and by
hea:fav but will for themfelvea exumme the evi-
dence on which tliey depend.

The courfe that my inquiries has led me, was
fyft o review the nature of the Eng/ifb conftity-
:...on as he provifion made by 1t for the
g'-o,_ect,.:m of our rights, and the fecurity of our
propere;, cannot be denfed to our fellow ﬁ.bje&s
‘fl ;{f""nffl t’“e‘s' bemcr the fons of our common

forefathers
o A
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forefathers, to whom - thefe privileges were
granted. - -

Gentlemen that aré familiar with the authori-
ties I thall name, will pafs them over, and excufe
me for ftating them at large, as there may be
others who think themfelves interefted .in-form-
ing a judgment on the prefent queftion, who
would with to have the very words of thefe autho-
rities before them. To their confideration I fhall
qirft prefent what is faid by Baron Montefquies or

Tur CONSTITUTION or ENGLAND.

« IN a country of liberty, every man who is
fuppofed a free agent, ought to be his own go-
vernor; the legiflative power fhould refide in the
whole body of the people. But {ince this is 1m-
poflible in Jarge ftates, and in {fmall ones is fub-
Ject to many inconveniencies ; it is fit the people
thould do by their reprefentatives what they
cannot tranfact by themielves.”

““ ‘The 1nhabitants of a particular town are
much better acquainted with its wants and: inte-
refts, than with thofe of other places; and are

better
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better- judges of the capacity of their’ neight
bours, than of that of the reft of their country-
men. The members therefore of the legiflature
thould not be chofen-from the genera.l body of
the natien ; -but it is proper that in every, confi-

derable place, a repfefen;anve {hould. be elected
bj’ the mhabitants 2 TR S | S

- The great _advagltége; ‘of -reprefentatives 18
their “capacity of difcuffing-public affairs.. For
this the: colleftive- hody .ate extremely unfit,.
which is one of 'the chief inconveniencies of 2
(Liemdcracy."’-

{ L

"
o - - — - —

¢ It is not at all neceflary that the reprefenta-
tives .who. ha.vc ;reﬁ}_ﬁ_l;‘fed_ 3 - generalw infkfoéion
from thelr conftituents, {hould wait: to be direct-
ed on each particular affair, as is practied in the
diets of Gerinany., True it 1s, that by this
way of proceeding, the fpeeches of the deputies
might, with greater. propriety be. called the voice
of the.nation; but on-the other hand, this
would occafion infinite delays ; would give each
denuty a power of controlling the affembly ;
and, on the maft urgent and prefling occafions,
the whesls of government might be ﬁ:0pped by

*"1& caprice of a fingle perfon.”

il

¢ the;}
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- ¢ 'When' the deputies, as Mr.. Sidney: wel}
obferves, - teprelents.a. boay of people,:-as’ in
Holland, they ought to be accquntable to their
conftituents; but itis a diffetent thing ih-Eng-
i_and, where they are deputed by boroughs.” '

™

“ All the inhabitants .of the feveral difkicts
ought to have a right of voting at the elétion. of 4
reprefentative, except fuch. as are-in fo mpean a
fituation 4s to be deemed to have no will of their
own.’?

~ * One great fault there was in moft of thearci.
ent republicks; that the people had a right to ac-
tive refolutions, fuch as required forhe execution,
a thing of which they are.abfolutely ineapfgble;
They ought to have no fhare in the government
but for the chufing of reprefentatlves which is
wn:hm their reach. For thouo-h few can tell the
exadt degree of men’s capacities, yet there are
none but are capable of knowing 1n general, whe-

ther the perfon they chufe is better qualified than
moft of his neighbours.”

“ Neither ought the reprefentative body to
be chofen for the executive part of government,

for which it is not fo fit; but for the executing
of
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- of laws, or to fee whether the laws in being are
duly executed, a thing fuited to their abilities,
and- which none indeed but therni'elves can

—prepeﬂy periorm.”

“ In fuch a ftate there are always perfons
ciftinguifhed by their birth, richés, or honors;
" but were they to be confounded with the common
people, and have only the weight of a fingle
vote like the reft, the common liberty would
be their flavery, and they would have no intereft
in fupporting i, as moft of the popular refo-
lutions would be againft them. The fhare they
~ have. therefore in the legiflature ought to be
prdportioned to their other advantages in the
ftate; which happens only when' they form a-
body that has a right to check the hcentloufnefs
of the people, as the people have 2 rlght to

ep;pofe any encroachments of theirs.”

¢ The legiflative power is therefore-committed
to the body of the nobles, and to that which re-
prefents the people, each having their affemblies
and deliberaticns apart, each their feparate VIEWS

snd mntereirs,”

“ The .
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¢ "Fhe body of‘ the nobility- oﬁght "to be
hereditary. In the firft place it i1s {0 in its.own

nature; and In the next there muft be a con,
fiderable intereft to preferve its prwlleges . pris

v1leges that 1n themlielves are obnoxious to

popular. envy, and of courfe in a free ﬁate are
always 1n dapger,” |

¢ B‘u_t- as an hereditary power might be
i_empgc_i to purfue its own particular interefts,
and forget thofe of the people, it is proper that
where a fingular adyantage may. be gained
by corrupting the nobility, as- in the laws
relating to the fupplies, they fhould have no
other fhare in the legiflation, than the power
of *rqje&ing, arid not that of refolving,”

¢ By the power of refolving, I mean their
right of ordaining by their own authority, or of
amending: what has been ordained by others,
By the power, of rejecting, I would be under.

ftood to mean the right of annuling a refolution
& S
taken by another.”

L

“ The executive power ought to be in the
hands of a monarch, becaufe this -branch of
govemment havmcr nced of difpatch, 1s. better

adminiftrated
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adminifirated by. one:than by ‘matiy:"‘On the
other hand, what ever depétids on the legiflativé
Power s of:entlmes better recruIated by Jmany

-
"t -

s_But - if:there were no- monarch; - and ‘the
executive power fhould be committted ¢ to 3
cerramn number of perfons {elected from the
legiflative’ body, "there- wonld Be aff énd then
of liberty; by reafon -the two pOWCfS would: be
gnited, as the fame -perfons would fometimes
pofiefs, and would be always able to" poﬁ'efs
aﬂzarem both oL * :
s Wei:e me'legiﬁaﬁw}g-bbdy to-be'a confides -
rable time without meéting; this would Ekewife
Put arl Cl'ld {o lIbEI‘W. FOI‘ of two thHO'S one
would naturally follow, eithei that there would
be no longer ‘any legiflative refolutions, -and
then the ftate would fall into anarchy; or-that
thefe refolations would be taken by the executive-

+ oy

DOWET, ‘which would render it ablolute.”

<< Tt would be needlels for the legiflative body
to continue -always aflembled.  This would be
troublefome to the reprefentatives, and moreover
would cut cut too much work for the executive,

POWEr,
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powef, fo as to take off -itg attentlen £o. rltSrOfﬁCC
~and oblige, it to-thmk. -only of defendmo' s
‘own prerogatives, and the-right it-has. tp exe-
-cute.”

" 'f . I"' '

J L5

« Again, were the 1go~1f}at1ve bocly to.be. always
affembled, it might happen to be kept up only
by filling the-places.of the deceafed members with
new reprefentatives ;- and in‘that cafe if the legi-
flative body were once corrupted, the evil would
‘be paft alk remedy... When different legiflative
bodies fucceed one another, the people who have a
bad opmlon of that whi¢ch is actually fitting, may
,_rca{'onably entertain fome hopes of thenext : but
were it to be always the fame body, the people
" upon {eeing it once corrupted, would no longer
-expect any good from.its Jaws 3 and of :courfe

-they would either become defperate or fall into- a
ftate of indolence,”.

“ The legiflative body fhould not meet- of
itfelf.  For a body is fuppofed to have no.will
but when':it*:is met 3 and  befides, were it not to
méet unanimoufly, 1t would be impoffible to de-
termine which was really the legiflative body ;
the part affembled, or the other. And if it had
a right to prorogue itfelf, it might happen never

Lo
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to be proron'ued which would Be extremely
dangerous in cafe it thould ever attempt to  ifi-
-croach on the executive power. RBefides, thefe
are feafons, fome more proper than others, for
affemBlirg the legiflativé body : itis fit thercfore
that the | executive power thould regulate the time
of meeting;, as well as' the duration of -thofe

aﬁémbhes according to the c1rcumﬁances and
cxlgencz.es of ftate known to itfelf:

& Weére the eketutive power not £o havé 4 right
of reftraining the incroachments of the legiflative
body, the latter wouild bccorne defpotic; fords
it might arrogate to itfglf what authority it pleal-
ed; it would foon deftroy all the other poﬁcrs;”

« But it i$ riot proper; ofi the othet harid, thit
the legiflative power fhould have a right to ftdy
the executive. For as the execution has its nz-
. tural limits it is ufelefs to confine it ; Béﬁdes the
éxecutfive power is gerferally emplovéd in’ mo-
mentary -operations. The power therefore of
the Roman tribunes was faulty; asit puta flop
fiot ohly to the legiflation; but likcﬁays to thic
executive part of goverhment; which was ats
tended with infinite mifchiefs;”

& .
“ Bt
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¢ But if the legiflative power i'n* a free ftate,
has no right to ftay the executive, it has a right;
and ought to have the means of examining in
what miaririet its laws have Been executed.”

¢ But whatever may be the iffue of that_: ex-
~ amination, the legiflative body ought not to have
a power of arraigning the perfon, nor of courfg
the conduct of him who is mittufted with the
executive power; ~His perfon fhiould be facred,
becaufe as 1t 1s neceflary for the good of the
ftate to prevent the legiflative body from render-
ing themfelves arbitrary,' the moment he is ac-
cufed or tried, there is an end of liberty.”

“ In this cafe the ftate would be no' loriger 2
monarchy, but a kind of "a republic, though
not a free government. But as the perfon in-
trufted with the executive power cannot abufe it
without bad counfellors, aad fuch as hate the
laws as minifters, though the laws protet them

as fubjedts, thofe men may be exanvined and pu-
ifhed.”

“ Though in gereral tlie judiciary power
ought not to be united with any part of the le-
aiflative, yet this is lable to three exceptions,

founded:
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founded on the particular intereft of the party
accuded.”

““ The great are always obnoxious to popular
envy ; and were they to be judged by the people,
they might be in danger from their judges ; and
would morecver be deprived of the privilege
waich the meaneft {ubje@t is poffefled of in a
free ftate; of being tried by his peers. The
nobilitv, for this reafon, ought not to be cited
berore the ordinary courts of judicature, but be-

fore that part of the legiflature which is conpcs
fed o1 their own body.”

¢ It 15 poflible that the law, which is clear-
fichted 1n one ienfe, and blind 1n another, might;

in {ome cales, be too fevere. But as we have
already obilerved, the national judges are no
more than the mouth that pronounces the
words of the law, mere paffive beings, 1n-
capable of moderating cither 1ts force or rigor.
Fhat part therefore of the lcgiffative body,
wiich we have juft now obierved to be a necef-
fary tribunal on another occafion, is alfo a necef-
larv trivunal in this; 1t belongs to its fupreme

R RELE T ok s S

autaerity to moderate the law in favour of the

T*" bl 4 :‘*‘j,_..:'L* - -"1-"!-‘: : - . 1 ~ :"
ta WA dLiCia, b}r Llllt‘gatln e iintCEiﬁ.

S |
| 54 It
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¢ Jr.might alfo happen that a {ubje& intruft-
ed with the ddminiftration of public affairs, may
infringe the rights of the people, and be guilsy
pf crimes which the ordinary magiftrates either
could net;. or would not punifh. But in gene-
ral, the legiflative power cannot try caufes ; and
imuch lefs can it try this particu'ar cafe; where
it reprefents the party aggrieved, which is the
people. It can only therefore impeach: But
before what court fhall it bring its 1mipeach-
ment; muft it go and demean itfelf before the
rhrdinary- tribunals which aie 1ts inferiors, and
being compofed moreover ef men who are chafen
from the people as well as itfelf, will naturally
be fwayed by the authority of fo powerful an accu-
fer ? MNo: an order to: preferve the dignity of
the people, and the fecurity of the fubjelt, the
legnflative part which reprelents the people, muft
,hring in 1ts charge befare the legiflative part
which réprefents the nobility, who have neither

the {ame ntereits, nor the fame paffions.”

‘“ Here 1s an advantage which this govern-
ment -has over moit ©f the ancient republics,
where this abufe  prevanied, that the people were
at the fame time both judze and accufer.”

C % The
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“ The executive power, purfuant to what ha¢
been already faid, oughtto have a fhare in tlie
legiflature by the power of reje&mo- otherwife
it would foon be ftripped of its’ ‘prerogative.
‘But fhould the legiflative power ufurp a fhare of
the executive, the latter would be equally un-

« If-the prmce were to have a part i the fe-
'cnﬂature b‘y' the ‘power of refolvln , Iiberty-would
‘be loft. ~ But-as it is'neceffary he fhould have a
‘fhare in the leciflature for the fupport of -his own
prerogitive; th1s ﬁlare: muﬂ: confift in: thc Power
ef fqe‘:tm.o R S

-« '*The change of - government -at Rome. was
owing to this, that néither ‘the fenate who had
-one-part of the executive power, nor the’ magif-
-trates who were entrufted with the other, had the
‘right of rejecting, which-was-entirely lodged in
the people.” S

-« Here then is the fandareneal conftitutioh of
the government we are treating of., The legif-
lative ‘body beil_lg compofed of two parts, they
check one-another by the mutual privilege of re-

-sefang. They are both reftrained by the execu-~

tive
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tive power, as the exec;utlve is by tbe leglﬂaﬂ.
tlve -
@ Thefe three powers fhould naturally form 4
4 Trace of repofé of lna&mn But 2§ there is 4

"necefﬁty for movemeiit in the cotirfe of human
'aﬁ'alrs they arc forced to’ move buit {hll ifi con=
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« As the executive power lias no othier part
in the leglflatwe than the privilege of rejecting;

7rET

it can have 1o fhzire In the pubhc debates; It is
rhot "‘even neceﬂ'ary "‘that ‘it fhould’ propofe be-

caufe as 1t riay always dlfapprove of the ‘refolus
tiors that thall be taken, it may llkemfe reject

the decifions on thofe propofals Whie:h ‘were madc
acra'mﬂ: 1t5 WIH A3 T T A
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CHXFEre the exedutive’ power to deteriviing the
ralﬁnﬂ' of public m()ne}r ‘otherwife: than by S1vV-
1ng 1ts-confent; hberty would be-at. ari'end ; bex

caufé it would become lemﬂatNe inthe ‘moft | M=
POI' fﬂﬂt“ pomt of lemﬂgtlon SRR S
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““ If ‘the leglﬂdtlve power wa§ to-{ettle the
fubfidies; not from’: year to ye....r but for ever it
Would fun the rifk of lofing its liberty, * becaufe

' the
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the execiitive power would be no lohcrer d’epencf.-
ant; and when once it was poffefled of fuch z
perpeiual. nght, 11; ‘would be a matter of indif-

I R e Y .....-—ll‘-. - - .-.,._-.‘l-,..--—ll

ﬁfrence whether It hffld it of Itfclf or of ano-

‘ -l .11

th The fa.ne may be f3,1 , lf it fhould come

) ‘_F.....'., -

_to a refolutmn of mtru& ng, not an annual, but

--'l-..r'-- i gy =

a perpetual command of the feets and armies
fo the executive power,” | ,

- o - e - - —-r'l—-ﬁ‘ o T — o .|- 1-' -‘-—r.--l- ~—r - -
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R I‘a prevem the evecmwe f1-3:1()75!(521‘ ;rom b&-

A o g W= — _..."ll.. [— . -J‘l-. -

" ing;able o eppref, it is reglulﬁte that_the; armies
Wil r?:..,.m.,n it h__DtYUﬂ'.ud}f ihould co_nﬁ:& of . the

e # e .

peaf;e '... REVE the- {ame fmrlt as the peeple .

- - e A LT1_ .

35 W3S tm.. &.ue at Re:nb i 11 t;...e tuz-ne of Marms.

Te. -obtain.-this. end, ...._qere are enly two - Ways,

- et A o - -l o - ol W o odmdR

either that the -perfonf' employed: in- the:. army

' '!._.-JL —_ ko o

fhiould have fufficient property to anfwer for
tHeir condydt 1o their, fellorv fuabjc s, and be.en-

-—-.—--l"—

L:fted-einiy for-a'year, a8 wag cuﬁﬂmar‘)f at Rome :
orif there thould be a. ftaﬂdl Ho army compofed

d_ﬂfﬁ? r:rf rh&m‘.)ﬁ’ defialcable paft of, the NAtION;

um& theﬁa 2s foon as 1t pleaﬂad ; the foldlcm
fhould - five- in common with- the reft -of -the
peonies -aid -no feparate-camp,fbérracks, or for-
frefs fHould: be fullered.” -
- « When
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¢« When once an army is eftablifhed, it ought

not to depend inmediately on the legiflative, but
on the executive power; and this from the very
nature of the thing, 1t b}lﬁnefs confifting more

in aftien than delibgration.”

« In perufing the admirable treatife of Tacl-
tus on the manners of the Germans, we find 1t Is
from that nétion the Englifh have borrowed the
idea of their political governmernt, This beau-
tiful fyftem was invented firft in the woods.”

« As all human things have an end, the ftate
we are fpeaking of will lofe its liberty, will” pe-
rith. Have not Rome, Sparta, and Carthage
perifhed > It will perith when the kgiflative potser
fhall be more corrupt than the _f.’x:?fét:ﬂ‘?ﬁ'.”

“ It is not my buflinefs to exam:ne whether
the Englith aftually enjoy this liberty, or not,
fufficient it is for my purpoic to obferve, that it
is eftablifhed by their laws.”

MoxTrsqriey’s Spirit of Laws, B. II. C. 6.

To this oener al accoun nt of the E;zﬂ'.f:% coniti-
tutton, I ﬂlall add what 15 {aid by Sir = dward
Coke and Sir William Bluckitone on

‘T HE
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Tz CONSTITUENT PARTS or 4 PAR,
B LIAVENT

According to Sir Fdward Coke, ¢“ A par-
liament confifts of the King’s’ Majefty fitting
there 1a his politic caﬁacity, and of the three
eftates cf the realm; that is to fay, . 1. The
lerds {piritual; 2. The lords temporal ; and
3 The cemméns eleCtea by the fhires or coun-

ties, Citlss, and borowbs by force of the King’s
wrlis.”

The { mvemcn who is the head in his Jegifla-
tive capaciry @ acts only for himfelf, and what is
called the prerogative, and the lords meet in
parhament for the fecurity of their own rights,
But the houle of commons aflemble 1n behalf
of the wHole of the people of the realm. And
according to Sir W llha:n Blackftone, ¢ The
commons confift of all fuch men of any proper-
tv in the kingdom, 3 have not feats in the l;oufg
of lords; en;éFv one of which has a voice in
p:r:hament either perfonally, or by his reprefen-

tatives. Ina free ftate, every. man who 1s fup-

pofed a “'ree agent oug nt to bc in fome Imea-

f ure,
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fure, his own governor ; and therefore a branch
at leaft of the legilative power fhould refide in
the whole body of the people, And this power,
when the territories of the ftate are fmall and its
-citizens eafily known, fhould be exercifed by the
people in their aggregate or colleftive capacity.”

«.But in fo large a ftate as ours 1s, this would
be iihpoﬁible;_,- it 1s therefore very wifely contriv-
ed, that the people fhould do that by their re-
prefentatives which it is impracticable to per-
form in perfon®  Commen, B. 1. p. 158.

To the preceding account of the Englifh con-
ftitution and the conftituent parts of a parliament,

I fhall add what is faid by Sir William Blackitone
on the liberties of Enghfhmen.

THE LIBERTIES OF ENGLISHMEN PRIMARILY
CONSIST IN THE FREE ENJOYMENT OF PER-

' SONAL SECURITY, OF PERSONAL LIBERTY,
AND OF PRIVATE PROPERTY.,

“ In thele feveral articles confift the rights,

or, as they are frequently termed, the ljberties

of Englithinen: Liberties more generally talked
of



o2 )

of than t‘iorouchly underftood, and yet highty
necefiary to be perfe&}y kriown and confiderad
by every man of rank or property, left his igno-

rafce of the polnts whereon ¢hey are founded
fhould hurr; Aim into Ta&lon and licertiondniefs

ori the ofié Rand, of a pt}lﬁl@anmous indiffefence
and criminal {ubmiffion on the other. And we
have feen that thefe rights confift, prlmanly,

the free enjoyment of perfonal fecur? ity, of per-
fonal liberty, and of PrlvatP propgrty, o 101'*@5
as thele remain inviolate, the fubjett 1s Pene&xy
free from every prCles of compulﬁve tyrainy,
and oppreﬁ' on muft at 1a oppofition to one or
cther of trPiL ncrht..,, having no other obje&
upon Wl‘LCh it can Pol" Tibly be employed Ta
preferve thele from violation, it is ne.._,ei"ary that
the confurtution of Parl*amerts be fuppor ted in
its full vigor; and, limits, certainly known, b:’::_
fet to the roval prerocratwe And, laftly, to
vindicate thefe Fghts, Wth a€tually violated ot
:;-.t:acked the fubjects of E’lgland are entitled,
i -the frft 1.:':~1Ea..ce.j to ﬂ;.e regular adrivinifty a-;
tjon and iree c&f nife of witice in the cotirts
or law; next to ine rigat of petiticning
the King and bar l:m ent for ;@dfé’fs of grie-
vances; and 1387, to the | vight of having and
1iin ng arms for eif prc eryétion and defence,

*fi‘
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And &)l thefe rights and liberties s our birth-
right to enjoy entire, unlefs where the laws of
our country have laid them under neceflary
reftraints. Reftraints in themfelves fo gentle and
moderate, that no man of fenfe or probity would
wills to fee them flackened, For all of us have it
in our choice to do every thing that a good man
1,;1011ld defire to do; and are reitrained from no-
thing, but what would be pernicious ecither to
ourfelves or our 'fellow citizens, fo that this
review of our fitnation may fully juftify the
Qbfervgtion of a learned French author, who
indé&‘d generﬁlly both thought and wrote In the
{pirit of genuine freedom, and who hathi not
fcrupled to profefs, even in the very bofom of
his native country, that the Englith is the only
nation in the world where pclitical or civil li-
berty 1s the direft epd of its conftitution.”
glack-ﬁogc’s Com. book I. p. 1 44

To tlie preceding defcription of the con-
{titution of E:zglaﬂéz', the conftituent parts of its
parliament, and the general rights of the fub-
fie&,._ I thall now add fome of the laws that more
unmediately relate to the fecurity of private
property, taxation and the right of reprefenta-
tion,

% AIDS. ]



[ 26 ]

“ AIDS GRANTED TO THE KING SHALL NOT BE
TAKEN FOR A CUSTOM.”

% AND SHALL NOT BE RAISED BUT BY CONSENT.,”

Confirmation of the great charter 25 Ed.
ward 1. chap. 5, and 6. A. D. 1297.

L« And for fo much as divers people of our
realm are in fear, that the aids and tafis which
they bave gfh*'ve;z to us beforetime, towards our
wars and other bufinels, of zbeir own grant aid
good will (howloever they were made) might
turn to a bondage to them and their heirs, be-
caufe they might be at another time found in The
rolls, and likewife for the prifes taken through-
out the realm by our minifters, and in our
pame, we have granted for us and our fw:s,
that we fhall not draw fuch aids, tafks nof
prifes into a cultom, for any thing tha: ath
been done heretofore, be 1t by roil or any other
precedent that may be founden,”

- <« Morecver we have granted for us and our
heirs, as well to archbithops, bifhops, abbots,’
pricrs, and other folks of holy church,- as alfo
to earls, barons, and to all the communalty of

the land that for ne bufinefs from henceforth
we
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we fhall take {uch manner of aids, tafks, nor
priles, but by the common affent of the realm,
and for the common profit thereof, faving the
ancient 2ids and prifes due and accuftomed.”

“ THE KI‘\IG OR HIS.HEIRS SHALL HAVE NO AID

WITHOUT CONSENT OF PARLI,AME‘\IT

¢ NOTHING SHALL BE PURVEY'D TO THE KING’S
USE WITHOUT THE QWNER’S CONSENT.”

24 Edward 1. chap. 1 and2. A.D. 1306,
And the confirmation of thofe rights by att: of

parliament 42 Edward IIL chap. 1. A. D. 1368.

“ No tallage or aid fhall be taken or levied
by us or our heirs in our realm, without the
good will and affent of the archbifhops, bithops,

earls, barons, knights, burgeffes, and other
freemen of the land.”

“ No officer of ours, or of our heirs, fhall
take corn, leather, catile, or any other goods,
of any manner of ~perfon, without the good
will and affent of the party to whom the goods
belonged.”

< NO

=0
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** NO IMPOSITION SHALL BE SET UPON MER-
CHANDISE WITHOUT ASSENT OF PARLIAMENT
45 Epw. 111. cap, 4. A.D. 1371.

< Fem. Itis accorded and eftablifhed, that
no impofition or charge fhall be put upon
woolls, woollfels, and leather, other than the
cuftom and f{ubiidy granted to the king, in no
fort, without the affent of the parliament; and
if any be, it thall be repealed and holden for

none,”?

Thefe among many more of the ancient
ftatuics, thow that nothing was to be taken by
the King for the ufe of the public, either as a
tax, a duty, or an impofition upon goods,
without the confent of the fubjeét or his
reprefentative,

But the thre following acts thow, that
Waies and the two county palatinies of Chefter
and Durham, had been lable to all pay-
ments of rates and fu chidies granted by par-
tzment, without having any reprefentatives, -

™y -: -
Fo3iT o e {,
X bl L...if I

Bur g ame time taele alts thew this, they

prove
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prove what ds of much more confequence—
They ptove it was the fenfe of the nation, that
to be taxed and not reprefénted was contrary - o

the right of evety fub_]e& of the crown of

England 3 and therefore they made the I‘iﬂ‘}lt of
reprefentation as extenfive as the' power of tax-

ation, that fhe wunjuft diftinélion between the
ng s fubjets in one part of his dominions and
another might be removef"l for ever. |

« AN ACT FOR ALLOWING KNIGHTS AND
BURGESSES IN PARLIAMENT FOR THE SHIRES
‘AND BOROUGHS IN WALES; IN ORDER TO
REMOVE “THE DISTINCTION AND DIVERSITY
BETWEEN THE KING’S SUBJECTS OF THIS Ri-
ALM AND HIS SUBJECTS'OF “THE ‘PRiﬁbIPﬁ'LITY
oF WALES. 27 Hexn: VIIL chap.- 26-A. D.
1535 and 34 and 35 Hien. VI cap. -26.
{fec. 110,

« ATREIT the dominion, principality and
country of Wales juftly and: ghteou-ﬁjr is; and
ever hath been incorporated, annexed, united,
and fubje&t to and undet ‘the imperial crown of
of this realm, as a very member .and joirit of
the faine, wherefore the King’s moft royal -Ma-

Jelty
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sefty of mieer droit, and very right, is very head;
king; lord and ruler; yet notwithitanding,
becaufe that in the fame country, principality,
and dominion, divers rights, ufages, laws and
~cuftoms be far dd‘mepant from the laws and
‘cuftoms of this realm, fome rude and ; ignorant
people have made J:ﬂiﬂ&ioﬂ ond diverfity between
‘the King’s fubjects of this reatm, and his ﬁli)je&'s ‘
of the faid dominion and principality of Wales,
whereby great difcord, variance, debate, divifiori,
murmur and fedition hath grown between his

faid fubjeéts.”

¢ And to prevent the like in futiu*e, it is
enafted by the authority aforefaid, That for this
prefent parliament; and all other pariiamenfs to
be kolden and kept for this reaifn two i{nia'hts
thall be chofen and eleted to the fam"-"' parha-
ment for the fhire of Monmouth, and one bur-
aefs for the burough of Monmoutn, in like
manner, form and order, as knights and burgef-
fes of the parliament be elected and cholen in all

other {hn'ea of this realm of J:.no-la.nd ”

- ¢« Ard one knight fhali be chofen and elefted
¢o the fame parliaments for every of the fhires

within the faid dominion of Wales.” |
“ That
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¢ That all the King’s fubjefts and refiants
th Wales fhall find at all parliaments hereafter to
be holden in Ergland, kmo*hts for the’ fhires,
and citizens, ard burgefles for the cities and
towns to be named and chofen, and fhall be
charged and chargeable to all fubfidies, atid other
charges to be granted by the cominons of arr)r
of the faid parharﬁents.” | |

“ AN ACT FOR MAKING OF KNIGHTS AND BUR-
. GESSES WITHIN THE COUNTY AND CITY GF
CHESTER, FOR THE.WANT OF WHICH THE IN-

- HABITANTS THEREOF HAD OFTEN:TIMES. BEEN
‘. GRIEVED WITH ACTS AND STATUTES MADE
' “'WITHIN THE COURT OF PARLIAMENT;  DERO-
GATORY UNTO THE MOST ANCIENT LIBERTFES

"' AND PRIVILEGES OF THE KING'S SUBJECTS IN-
HABITING WITHIN THE SAID COUNTY PAL A

TINE. 84 and 35, ‘Hew. VIIL -cap. 13,
A, D. 1542-3. |

“ ¥O the King oyr fovereign lord, in moft
humble wife thewn unto your moft excellent Ma-~
jefty, the inhabitants of your Grace’s county pa-
latine of Chefter, That whereas the faid county

palatine
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palat:me of Che{’cer is and. hath been a]ways iz
therto_exempt, exduded and feparated out anci
from your h,bh cOurt ;of Parllam,ent, to have any
_kl.Lg'lis and- buraeﬁ"es W 1thln the 1a1d court ; by
reafon: whereof tﬂe faid inhabitants } nave h1thert0
fuﬂ:amed mafiifold dmlenfons lofies and cﬂaz.na«:rf:s'r
as well in their lands, goods and bod'es as 111

the good, civil and pohuc govema,nce e,nd
maintenance of the commonwealth of their faid
country : and forafmuch as the faid irhabitants
have ziways Hitherto been -bound by the a&s‘ and
flattes madé and -ardained by your fid- Hwh-
hefs; and. four. moft .noble -progenitots, by au:
therity:of -the faid coust; as far forth as. ather
-couaties, tiies; apd burroughs have bean; ~that
have had---their kn onts - and burgefles yviths
in -your sfaid court of parkiament; rand yet have
had meither knicit:nor burgels; . the ,]?ze;d Anpabie
tanls; for dack thereof, have been of tentines . Jouched
auyd grieved with afis iand 2’3@&:»@5 .mzd:f withtn the
iaid court, as el deragzztﬁiy 1nio the ol aircient
jurifdifiions, liberties, and pri%ilzsges of your [aid
oty pjz:{ggf:;‘e,-'_as _-prq} d;czfl #to the - Lomsiroi-
wealth, quieinzfs; reft, :cnd.peace -of yeur ‘Grogels
weft bounden [fasieils inkakiting withiy 4he [ame::
For remedy whereof, - the!faid county, palatine -of

Chefter
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Chefter thall have two knights -fof- the faid coufi<
ty palatine, and likewife two qitizenstcs Be bur-
aefles for the eity of Chefter, to be eletted and
chofen in like manner as for any other eounty
and city within this.realm of England.”

“ AN ACT TO ENABLE THE COUNTY PALATINE
OF DURI-'IAM"-I-‘Ol SEND KNIGHTS AND BURGESs,
SES TO SERVE IN PARLIAMENT; AS THEY HAD
HITHERTO BEEN LIABLE TO PAY ALL RATES
AND SUBSIDIES WITHOUT HAVING THE LIBER=
Ty  AND PRIVILEGE OF ELECTING AND SEND:
iNG REPRESENTATIVES TO PARLIAMENT.

9 5 Charles 1. cap. 9. A: D. 167*235

& WHEREAS the inhabitarifs of the county
palatine-of Durham have not hitherto had the
liberty and privilege of eleing and fénding any
knights and burgefles to ﬂie high eourt of par-
- liament, although the inhabitants of the fa;'td.'
county palatine are liable to all paymerits, rates;
and fubligles grarited by parliamient; equally
with the inhabitants of other counties; cities,
and boroughs inn this kingdom, who have theic
knights and burgeffes in the parliament, and are
therefore concerned eqdally with others the inbabis

D tants



2ants of this kingdom, to bave knights and burgeffes
in the Jaid bigh- court of parliament of toeir 6wn e-
lefiion, to reprefent the condition of their county, as
the inbabitants of okber counties, ’cz’iz’esi, and bor-
reughs of this kingdon bave.”

By thefe acts we fee what was the {enfe of the
nation in the years 1525, 1542, andt 1672. The
two firit are eichty vears before, and the laftis fifty
years- after the firft {ettlement of New England.
The rights of all the fubjefis by the more an-
cient- ftatutes, are {o fully explained and knit to-
gether in thefe as it is impoflible ever to divide
them. |

The {ubjelts under the Maffachufiets govern-
ment having appeared: as the head of all the o-
ther colonies, 1n claiming therr right to be taxed
only by their own reprefentatives, I fhall there-
fore now confine the enquiry to this profince,
and prefent the reader with the thorteft and beft
has fallen in my way, of the rife vouchers that
and progrets of that pravince it.

THE
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THE FIRST FOUNDATION OF THE COLONY OF
NEW ENGLAND, LAID IN THE REIGN OF
OUEEN ELIZABETH IN 1595.

“ THZ violent proceedings of the bifhops
drove great numbers of the Brownifts into Hol-
land, where theiwr leaders; Mr. Johnfon, Mr.
Smith; Mr: Ainfworth; Mr. Robinfon,; Mr. Ja-
cob; and others were gone before hand, and with
the leave of the States were erefting churches af-
ter their own model at Amiterdam, Arnheim,
Middleburgh, Leyden; and other places. The
church at Amfterdam had like to have been torn |
in pieces at firft by inteftine divifions, but afte:-
wards floutithed under a fucceflion of paftors for
above an hundred years. Mr Robinfon paftor
cf the church at Leyden, firlt fruck out ths
congregational or independant form of church
governinenty and at length part of this church
tranfplanting themfelves into America,. laid the

foundation of the noble colony of New-lng-
oland.”

NeAL's Hiffory of ihe Puritans, vol. 1. p. 386.

THE
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Fuz FIRST SETTLEMENT IN NEW-ENGLAND i
THE REIGN OF KiNG JAMES L. 1620.

« AMONG the Brownifts in Holland we
fave mentioned the reverend Mr. John Robinfon
of Leyden, the father of the independents, whofe
numerous congregation being on the decline, by
their aced members dying off, and their children
marrying Inte Dutch  families, they confulted
how to preferve church and their religion ; and
gt Iengr.h, after {everal folemn addrefies to hea-
ven for "d'iréc"’cim, the younger éapt of the con-
gregationh‘réf Jlved to remove into fome part of A=
merica, under the proteétionof thekingof England,
where they might enjoy the liberty of their con-
{ciences, and be capable of encouraging their
friends and countrymen to follow them. Ac--
cordingly they fent over agents into England,
who having obtamned a patént from the crown,
agreed with feveral merchants to become adven-
turers 1n the undertaking. Several of Mr, Ro.-
‘binfon’s congregation fold their eftates, and
made 2 commoen bank, with which they pur-
chafed & {mall fhip of fixty tons; and hired ano-
ther of one hundred and eighty. The agents

falled.
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fuled into Holland with their own fhip, to take
in as many of the congregation as were willing
to embark,: while the other vefltl was freighted
with neceflaries for the new plantation. Al
;t-ﬁings being ready, Mr.. Robinfon. cblerved a
day of fafting and prayer with his congregation,.
and on the firfk of July the adventurers' went
from Leyden to Delfthaven, whither Mr. Robin-
{fon and the ancients of his congregation accome-
panied them ;héy continued together all'nighx_,
and next morning, after mutual embraces, Mr,
Robinfon kneeled down on. the {ea thore, and
with a fervent prayer committed them fo the
protection and blefling of ‘hevaxren, The adven-
turers were about one hundred and twenty, who,
- having joined their other fhip, failed for New-
England, Auguft fifth, but one of their veffels
proving leaky they left it, and .embarked in one
veflel, which arrived at Cape Cod, November
the ninth, one thoufand fix Euddred‘and twenty.,
Sad was the condition of thefe poor men, who
had the winter before them, and no accommoda-
tions at land for their entertainment; moft of
them were in a weak and fickly condition with
the voyage, -but there was no remedy; they
therefore manned their long-boat, and having
coafted the fhore, at lenath found a. tolerable
harbour



[ 38 ]

harbour, where they linded their effets, and on
the twenty-fifth of December. began ‘to build a
ftore-houle, and fome {mall cottages to preferve
them from the weather. T'heir company was
divided into nineteen families, each family havt
ing an allotment of land for lodging and gar-
dens, in proportion to the numbar of -perions of
witich it confifted ; and to prevent difputes, the
fituation of each family was decided by lot,
They agreed likewife uson fome laws for the ci-

i1 and military governmert, and havinx chofen
a governcr, ‘they called the place of their fettles
rent by the name of New Plymouﬂ}.’i

“ Inexpreflible were the hardthips thgle new
planters underwent the firft winter ; a fad morta i» ~
ty raged among them, occafionced by the fai_:_igue's of
their late voyage, by tie leverity of the weather,
and their want of neceflgries, The country was
full of woods and thickets ; their poor cot:ages
could not keep them warm, they had no phyi-
cian, or waolefome foad, o thar within two or
three months half their company was dead, and
of th-m who remunad alive, which were about
-ﬁ-fty., not aoove fix or feven at a time ﬁfﬂre Cls
pable of helping the reit; but as the fpring
came on thy recovered, and having received

« fome
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fome freh fupplies from their friefds in Eng.
Jand, fhey maintained “their -ftations, -and laid thﬂ-
America, which from that time has proved an
afylum for the proteﬁant non-c_onformiﬁg under
all therr. oppreﬁions o |

| NEALS Hzﬂary, \_rol I P, 490.

First risE oF THE MassacruseTs-Bay coro-

NY IN NEW-ENGLAND IN 1629.

« THE King’s inftruttions and. the violent
meafures of the prime miﬁiﬁer, brought a great
deal of bufinefs into the {piritual courts ; ohe or
other of the Puritan minifters was every week
Hufpended or dep‘rive‘.d, and their families driven
to diftrefs ; nor was there any profpett of relief,
the clouds gathering every day thicker over their
heads, and threatening a violent ftorm. This
put them upon projecting a farther fertlement in
New-England, where they might be delivered
from the hands of their oppreflors, and enjoy the
free liberty of their confciences ; which gave birth
1o a fecond grand colony in North-America, com-
monly known by the name of the Maffachuflets-

Bay. Several perfons of quality and fubftance
| | about
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about the city of London engagmg in the deﬂgn,
obtained a charter, - dqtcd March the fotirthy one
thoufand ' fix hundred- and twenty-eight-nige;
wherein the geﬁ;iémén and merchants thérein
pamed, and-all who fhotld thereafter join them,
were conftituted a body corporate and:politic, by
the name of the governor and co mpany of the
Maffachufiets-Bay in New-England. They were
impowered to elect their own governor, deputy—
-governor and magilirates, arid to make fuch laws

as they fhould think fic for the good of the

plamatmn, not repugnant fo the laws of Eng-
lan

« Free hLiberty of confcience was likewife
granted to all who fhould fettle in thofe parts,
to worfhip God In their ‘own way ‘The new

planters being all Puritans, made their applica-

tion to the reverend M, Higginfon, a filenced
minifter of Lelce&er{hlre, and to Mr. Skelton an-

other filenced minifter 6f Lincolnthire, to be
thelr chapla.n deﬁrm;: them to €ngage as many.
of their friends as were willing to embark with
them. The Lttle ficet that went upon this expe-
drtion, copfifted of fix fail of tranfports, from
four to twenty gins, with about three hundred
and fiity paf“ icngers, men wemen and, children,

Tbﬁ}«:
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They carried with ther one hundyed and fifteen
head of cattle, as horles, mares ' GOWS, Es’c,
forty-ong goats, {ix pieces of cannon for a fort,
with mufkets pikes, drums, colours, ‘and a
large quantity of amrmunition and provifion,
The fléct failed May the eleventh one thoufand
fix hundred and twenty-ning, and arrived the
twenty-ﬁ:mrth of ] une fOllowmo' at a place called

by the nativgs Neumkeak, but by the new
‘planters Salem, which m the Hebrew language
fignifies peace.® N

« After this they chofe Mr, Skelton therr
pator, Mr, Higginfon their teacher, and Mr,

Houghton their ruhncr elder, who were feparat-
ed to their feveral offices by the impofition of
the hands of fome of the hrethren appointed by
the church to that fervice, The firft winter
proved a fatal one to the infant colony, carrying
g.)ﬁ'- above one hundred of their company, and a-
mong the reft Mr, Houghton their él_der, and
Mr. Higginfon their teacher, the latter of
whom not being capable of undergoing:

the fatigues of a new fettlement, fell into a

heltic, and died in the forty-third year of his
age, When Laud was at the head of church-
affairs, Mr. H ligginfon then living at Leicefter

Was
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was articled againft in the high commiffion, and
expected every hour a fentence of pcrpetual 1T~
prifonment, This induced him to accept of an
1nvitation to remove to New Eng!g:nd, ~which
coft him his life, , -Mr. Skelton the other minif-
ter was 2 Lincolnthire divine, who being filenced
fcr ncin-conformitv accepted of alike invitation

and died of the hardfhips of the ‘country Auguft
the 1eccmd one thoufand fix hunared and thirty-
four. From this fnall becrlnmrlg7 is the Maffa-

chufizt province grown tothe figure it now makcs

in the Americzn world.”

"« The fummer following the governor went
over with a freth recruit of two hundred, minif
‘ters, gentlemen, and others, who were forced
out of their native country by the heat of the

| LE.L 1GCah PEYfeCLthn

MaTtnER end NEALS Hg'ﬂar)f of New England,

b

THE NUMBER CF PLANTERS THAT WENT OVER
70 NEW-ENGLAND IN THE FIRST TWELVE

¥IARS FROM 1020.

£

e« WHEN it appeared that the planters could
fubaf in their new left:e_“em, great numbers of
their
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their friends with their families flocked after
them every fummer. In the fucceeding twelve
years of archbithop Laud’s-adminiftration, there
Wént over about four thoufand planters, who
Jaid the foundation of feveral little towns and
villages up and down the country, carrying over
with them in materials, money, and cattle, €,
not lefs than to the value of one hundred and
‘-nint‘y-t'wd thoufand pounds, befides the mer.
chandize “inteaded for trafic with the Indians.
Upon- the whole, it has' been computed, thar
the four {:tilements of New-England, viz. Ply-
mouth, the Maffachuffets- bay, Connecticut, and

ewhaven, 2ll which were nccomphihed bzfore
the bpmrm*no- of the civil wars, drained Eng-
land of four or five hundred thoufand pounds in
money, (a very great fum in thofe days :) and if
the perfecution of the Puritans had continucd
twelve years longer, it is thought that a fourth
part of the riches of the kingdém would have
Paﬁ%d out of it through this channel.”

¢c The chief leaders of the people in thefe

parts were the Puritan minifters, who being
unted from one diocefe to another,- at laft chof*‘
this wildernefs for their ret: eat, which has prov-

ed (t‘uouo-h the over-ruling providence of God),

<
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a great acceffion to. the ftrength and commerce
of thefe Kingdoms.”. |

Maruer’s Hiffory, B. 1. p. 17..

; - A ‘ i
$ HE FIRST LEGISLATIVE BODY SETTLED BY THE

FREEMEN IN NEw ENGLAND IN 1634.

¢ Tth freemen were fo mcreafed that 1t
was unpra&lcable to debate and determine: mat-
ters in a body, it was befides unfafe, op ac-
count of the Indians, and prejudicial to their
private aﬁ'alrs, to be fo long abfent from their
families and bufinefs ; fo that this reprefentative
body was a thing of neceflity, but no provifion
had been made for it in theu' Charter,”

“ Thus they fettled the legiflative body,
which, except an -alteration of the number
of general courts which were foon reduced
to two only 1n a year, and other not very mate-
rial circumftances, continued the fame as long
as the charter lafted. This I fuppofe was the fecond
houfe of reprefentatives in any of the colonies.
There was, as has been obferved, no exprefs
Provzﬁon for it in the charter ; they {uppoied the
natural rights of Englithmen, referved to them,
implied it. In Virginia, a houfe of burgeflgs
| | met
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met firft in May one thoufand fix hundred and

“twenty:  The government in every colony,  like
that of the colonies of old Rone, may-be confi-

dered as the effigies parva of the mother ftate,”
Mr. HutcHinson’s Hiftary, vol: 1. p: 36, 37.

THE PROPORTION OF TAXATION ON THE SEVE-
" RAL PARTS OF THE COLONY OF MASsAcHUS-
- sET§-BAY, IN THE YEAR 1642,

« The growth of the feveral parts of the co-
lony, at. different periods, will be thought by
fome worth obferving. In 1643 a tax of 8o0 I,
was apportioned as follows: Hingham 20 1.
‘Weymouth 14 L.-Braintree 14 1. Dorchefter 58 L
16 s. Roxbury 50 . Bofton 1201, Dedham 201,

Concord 25 1. Watertown 55 1. Cambridge 67 1,
- 10s. Charles-town 60l Salem 751 Lynn 451.
Ipfwich 82 1. Newbury 30 1. Salisbury 12 . 10s.
Flampton 51, Rowley 15 1. Sudbury 15-1. Med-
ford 10 ), Glocefter 6'1. 10s.

Mr. Hureuinson’s Hiffory,

Tur
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THE CHARTER OF THE CITY OF LLONDON FOR<
FEITED 1v 3682 (BEING THE YEAR BEFORE
THE QUO WARRANTO WENT AGAINST THE

CHARTEER OF MAassacuusseT’s-BAy.

["'i:‘ha_ cherter of L.ondon was adjudged for-
feited upon a long argument of the greatelt law-
yers in the nation, The Maffachufiets was. de-
creed forieited upon default of appearance, which

as required to be at VVef‘mmfcer before the na-
tice amved at Bofton.] -

 While the tories and high. church clergy
were ravaging the diffenters, the court was Intert
upon fubverting the conftitution, and getting the
government of the ity into their hands. - June
the twenty-fourth there was a E_-%Cnteﬂ:' abeut thie
election of theriffs; which occafioned a-confider-
able tumult. And when the eletion of  a lord-
mayor came on at Michaelmas; the citizens were
2gdin ir an uproar, the lord mayor pretending
a right to adjourn the court, while the fheriffs to
whom the riche belonged continued the poll till
night; when the books were calt up, each party
claimed the mzjority according to their refpetive
books. The conteft rofe io high, that Sir Wil-
flam



